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Apostasy is one of the most contentious offenses addressed in Islamic
jurisprudence and in the legal systems of certain Muslim-majority states.
Grounded in Qur’anic and hadith-based sources, this offense has been
conceptualized in various ways within Islamic legal thought, particularly
with respect to the classification of apostasy and the gender of the apostate.
These divergent juristic approaches have, in turn, influenced the legislation
of those states that have drawn upon Islamic jurisprudence in their
law-making processes. One notable area of divergence concerns the
treatment of female apostasy and the sanctions prescribed for it. Employing
a descriptive-analytical framework and a comparative methodology, this
study examines the criminalization of female apostasy in the major Islamic
schools of law (Ja‘far1/Shi‘i, Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki, and Shafi‘i) as well
as in the codified laws of selected Muslim-majority jurisdictions. The
analysis demonstrates that, in criminalizing female apostasy, these states—
depending on the dominant juristic doctrine adopted by their legislators—
have established diverse conditions and a range of penalties..
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imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two
years, or with fine, or with both.
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6. Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the
‘religious feelings of any class of the citizens of Pakistan, by words,
either spoken or written, or by visible representations insults the
religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten
years, or with fine, or with both.

7_ Whoever wilfully defiles damages or desecrates a copy of the Holy
Qur'an or of an extract therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner
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2. Qatl-bis-sabab: Whoever, without any intention, cause death of, or

cause harm to, any person, does any unlawful act which becomes a
cause for the death of another person is said to commit gatl-bis-sabab.
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4. Whoever destroys damages or defiles any place of worship, or any
object held sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby
insulting the religion of any class of persons or with the knowledge

that any class of persons is likely to consider such destruction damage
or defilement as an insult to their religion. shall be punished with
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or for any unlawful purpose shall be punishable with imprisonment for
life.

I Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible

representation or by any imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly
or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment
for life and shall also be liable to fine
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