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Drug trafficking is one of the most perilous forms of transnational
organized crime, posing significant legal, security, and economic
challenges that threaten the stability of nations and the international
community. This phenomenon has evolved from a limited criminal
activity into a complex international network leveraging modern
organization, finance, and technology, thereby becoming intrinsically
linked to money laundering, human trafficking, and the financing of
terrorism and armed groups. Afghanistan stands out as the most complex
case in this domain; its association with opium production and export
for decades has positioned it as a central hub for the illicit drug trade.
Afghanistan’s transformation into a global drug trafficking hub cannot
be attributed to a single factor but is rather the result of an interplay of
political, security, economic, social, and geographical determinants,
compounded by weak state institutions and protracted armed conflict.
This has entrenched an illicit economy heavily reliant on poppy
cultivation and opium production, with direct ramifications for regional
and international security. From a legal perspective, the international
community recognized the gravity of this phenomenon early on,
adopting several international conventions aimed at regulating the
circulation of narcotic substances, restricting their use to medical and
scientific purposes, and mandating that states criminalize illicit
trafficking and strengthen international cooperation to combat it. This
research clarifies the legal concepts surrounding narcotics, analyzes the
factors that have rendered Afghanistan a global hub for this trade, and
reviews the primary international legal frameworks governing counter-
narcotics efforts.

1* Associate Professor, Department of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Qom, Qom, Iran.

2 PhD Student of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Qom, Qom, Iran.

Please Cite This Article As: Setayeshpur, M & Karim Al-Majedi, A (2026). “Legal Foundations and Drivers of
Afghanistan’s Transformation into a Global Drug Trafficking Hub”. Interdisciplinary Legal Research, 6(5): 93-100.

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0)



V€ v Ll (R oyle c(..m 8y93 ((Slaxdyolw L.éj‘a’ S a9y asll2d /¥

oy Al

(Vo Ay amiall)

Syl cygd e S I Ondidl Jgou J) ogell Jelgally Sl elal)

RN V‘«;& c”‘)j.”g ol deowe

Ol (3 (o3 anal OSLEN AST ¢ Jpll 056 (Sl Bla |

L0 ‘("3 ‘Vj daxsl>s cO)J\.EJ\ “-:-15‘&}-0‘ Osl3 co\”:fa g_,JLb .Y

Al

D) o dpolasly daly 25506 Slad e wopd U gl S bl ad) s el e sl Cd el A
Lowsd3Sly Jogodlly ol s sz Sukins g0 A (L] 29 alr] LS a3l ods slai 5 . Lol ety S5l
AW AL Lgios: Olaailisl 55 ol Yly doekedd Slolodl sy il SVl JIga¥) Jund od1,4 Lo Lo Lt il
S GLE (3 L) 192 Ll 601 001 (bl Bl (U] 002 00N ALy 5pha) Leal o)) 3] (UM Va3 Voies
Jelse Jolis ams 5o b el ale o slaze Wl lisd) Cyped Mo S (1) 0lesiil Jof ks (S Yy 2oyl b
AL U3 ool Wy amled) Lol azaly dasSh) luew sl Canis ol () il iy dslazorly 350asly dely dslins
Y V) e S8l Bpmy WSl L 00V gluly plonsdl Bl e 858 Spm dasm gt b Sladl
dlcdis &) gl LGN e A8 get dazels 3allall oda Bishant S Lol westl Byl (i lall AL g L Lol
Oalall iy s gg,ndl s NI @ty Jooll ol o cialally dlall (231 s Lgahasinl puaSy sl Slsll Jglos o las
1550 Olilidl oz I Gl s (sl aaledl) 2590 el Ol 3 ol lin 28T 3hy LanslSL Lyl
LeilSn oo gl Aol A3l LYY ool ol azal wa c)londl 0dd LlLe

Ol (ol il hebidad) LS



o/ e Oleadlidl Jgo I Dsgelt Jelgally gl Luled)

Aol
dpaladly daaly 25906 SLad e azp b gdold Syl Readl g A o el e sl (o2 3alb
e dana Biae Bgs 1K (] 2902 ) Bl e 3ol sde opelar By L Lol masstly Jod) ) dxal
bl el fisky el Yl Jpel ek o Lo ke U ) LSy fusadly ol
db opaiy 051 Uk 3siad Leel Ll 3] (U1 1ia 3 Iades SV A Gaos okl 5555 .ol

sy al) b SLasll G 8 L) 152 Lk s 1 @bl Blsd)

Blse Joli s pa o cnly oo e slazeVly ) Cped Mo S ) 0edlidl Jod s oSe Yy
ol LBy toeked) DUl aznly 2n s SE) Sl 5h1 s Sl U] bl oy Tpslazorly Rpslaasdly dialy Gl
5 8L By Sl 05V iy a5 e 35878 0 datny gy nb oladl s U] 2l
RUTSUPRPPN NI

dlcdan gl SLEEY! e Aegest dazels (3allall ada §pshant 1S Lol met 3T (25 Al 2L o
U g ol e SV @amn Jol a e cieadally Ball (21801 e Lgalisnal by §ased Slgll Jols oo
& Pl Ly cohasdl aaled) sl alill Ol @ o) s 28T 3Ty el Lol Oglad) 500
LedlSee o g adsll a5l LY sl olanal e ()l 0dd LMLe 1500 Olailidl las

[

Sl Ol B L £ gl pb iy Slpisiel) ealiad BN 1 JgY1 Claal)

o s 53l STUT ) Coady o) aid) LT 0TV (S plarl ot olhseald ol gdb Cappnd Ao Y
272 e oy i) S gl Slaze W) () Wlensd Ssle) i (5355 A padd) S & B daas
Aol Sk sl I3 e des §jpmr psgdll s Aol SLIEY) s 3y L oolal ol lanl o s
Aol SV Lisds Joli (3 251

of Lt of Lemrls] of Lgmnas of il UL 2ol hany Blis IS & daid cohdnll po,2ll 12 Y1 L
bl Sl il 4 ond s @SR LY bt 3 F e OUY) als Uil ol LebsE o Len ol Lemyy
(g3 Be pe Ak Aol Ols o e 3 il ple wlb 53 6l bladl M peny 2dell SLILSYI

(oY) bl dysgad) GBI Caadg dubgll olay il OVt e S dtias



V60 E il ey o)lad (aind 898 (Sland Ol Dol (S\a i g aslidad /48

Jod Joty gl i apanbl Bl o ey oy o i) AT skas e g adl b SIEY ppgde ol 5,
SIB sl aad )l SSlaall e Bl (g Sllas (3 apadk) Sl alisaaly (s 24U JisY)
S Ay e o)y L2 U

Loip bie cdgll ohedly a3 1008 5 Ul il g 32 Ll 312 E Y (Lol 05l ke g
ST shory Sl oS0 lll alozaW) ek L gy o Joll Ll aeje) ) (535 of Bl olebod fisan
A ide @ dedl Ogladl

3L 3adl g deal oY) leand) am Lpsdsiand 31s] sl ol OF ) aidll e il oy LS
G V1 Al Joll o Slliee OLY1 anr @ B Reses Al Slble Slndl odn g5 3] (bl

ol Jall et e o a5 A7t B gies LS Jag

Sol Y1 e LYY Sl ol Belly g1 JBY 1 S ol

Sl ©I3 deizd compol b izl W) e jai Wl Lad 2 Oledlidl & olasdl (o 3al aw
d gl e Y ol gLl (o3l uB L lly B3Laslly 4Ll Y ol b = 1as ey
gzl 5l e ol sl g5 il g (J9ll a8 e Flian o L L2 bl sgad) ol L) UT Uil
(oY) sladlly (g by 9ioal) 3l el ag Ay cimlid) Sl Lsen wlusl) 314wl LS
9l S R e gl el s aylzel ] Lol ezl wds )Y

Ll e Oy cOlsilidl (3 byl 312l axa) e asall g il aaa¥) UV LUE (3 el s 280 5504
Bt o Bty bl lelodl sy bl 514 o 2550 B 1l me cdallly oY) W)

el Sy BLSY) Gy

Sy a3 oY o ) Olptsedd) o ST Y Gl [

Al ol A a1 gdel) 3l wlasd) 8 OIS 3 by s 5 Y1 3sia) IV Ol e
LT Blal 1 Sl g5 pe Slutotll a8 ol Limss Al e Sadaze 3blie (3 2alad) 2041 GBlas gLl
slh el (3 eladly bty W Sl e 587 elel 200 Lo pag clas¥1 G801y Lyl

J 9l 5,08 Clasly ()oY Sladl) (Sgme gLty chaladl) 2641 S Van 5345 ) capsdll Slkas lmnal (o5 5,

39l 28 ey soY) Geed) 1) Szl dn ) s GedBY) OB ddin e Szb OBl Sl b Je



v/ e Oleadlidl Jgo I Dsgelt Jelgally gl Luled)

i oISCa) Als 1l sylse By WY (Al jhaed ake 1uad Shasll 34 5E (Lol 1 jolate po
Al sog asg all b Il 356 0T LS o)l ol Bl wogdll o ISGaN 0da 8 (e g ol
el oY) adassW) sk sl s bl e s W 21 Ol

Sl 5l e el b il A6 3,2 dn b ol (o DT a8 e el 3 Basl) (Y1 usT i,
bl sgadl Gl T e ad W ot Wgs Ugls Ao g1 aeY)

[

r W) Clad!

Aalaiall doy prdlg dorhunedl Cololazedl 9039 ol yioeall Bylons cp 3!

8V sgaal) PO Lol ezl adgdr gl palslall L e Bl Sleladly olasdl 14 oy BV A
@ O ptsis G odld) Slelad) fisad Ly haas Shasll 3 ool sli) gblia e el
Sl llaall Jiody ol sty iVl ol

S e o3lie YU dsdedl Gleled) aad o iy bt (3 Reladly 1Y) O bl cople sl AL (3
Ja ZBY) e G @ ASLEL M e ol by Gl e ol (o S e e sl
Ag,801 pb Bl slise] 1] Gl Y1 DS s 3] Jlse b (512 idy WLyl lsnll 3 a5 LS
Bt sy sledll B35y W) 21 Oled) ) 53 ) oY) GBaaane Plog el sLasV) 3 Wl
el oleasll

Al adles OF caabad) 2 dly Gl 2l Slamglind o Lol i ol sl 2016 0B & ay

skl sl e Wl il GaE Y =1 095 il

e Cllaod)

PR - [P SN PRI (I P12 ERCTINE N [P LICHINES Y

Shdsd L4 Lasl Ol Bsimg Bedl SV U] s (oY U e ohusll (o f LT i Y
O eV (3 Jald AW syl Olmaly (o)eVly Sl SVuas Ly cOLsY) S¥ams 5345 UL 5%
A2l Ble

lad) Lasly Glezia¥) ol iy ¢ g ad) 18 SLadV) ju g G sboll sLasV) Glas) 1) 58Ul ods (6355 LS

i) dadl seger o Lo oSty Lo gy (B oS Sl gl 22l 5Lkl



V60 E bl caomy o)lad (aind 8)98 ((Sland Ol Dol (S\a i g aslilad /AN

Cal oY) lelad) 3545 33059 (ol alle Glads] U] olpdsd) sbadl e slaeVl (35 ¢ mlond) Gl e
L) st e gl DB 3 iy AU A sig U OGN B3l a5

Uglas gty choitlly o Vg cdomaall (3 OLY) 3 ok ool i) OB cOLuiY) gk Lol 05 jglae g
Loz &) Slrazmeld Al Aol iy cp gl b VN OIS 23l IV e Bai ada Bl Olea) Ugs
Sy Sl sl e

[

i Lol oD sl V) scaze 1y sl Uy (s Beiad i 4 0Ll (3 sl (8 OF o L8 s
o B OB B3l aysiy cinerdl) Oladsly cisledl lebnd) Jisé jolas pdgiy calad) gl s ) ool
I SN piey cygocdly slaiVly 2eaYly B9l bl Cp med dlals )lis slezel Lold) ezl e

(EJE Eonld!

Olewdladi LR NE N, PR TN St Ogladt pglas LTy & gul) i ggemadt

Al ads S5 U ellsy (ol o ile Jo a5 g aSall Aol SLIENY o ohusll (o f 2ilSl e
Y 5l oda dgarlye OF Aol SBEYI JM e Lol mazsl 3T 8y ondoll 1y Ad) 5l i e
AW 3y adell oladadly Jodl o Loy Liliay Lisils Usles plans b cladmg bl Biluglly o OF S
ooy (Lol V1 e el 5T el (s ) Jenal (B Aol adgsd) dnls 28T 5 sl
Bl sds adlal 2ol 25 g UV LS

[

O RERUN]

Syl g S B Jgull i gl i gl

Joll 1y ol 2ol (3 Leadd] plisnals Lol o Jolhh ol 3 ez ol T e Lol Old) o5
ok A asliadlly aylaYly dmadl il e SEL Jaldh ol Tl e e Sy L Jal) metl of oY)
gl Y1 DS Ay 9ad) s BB ey s Ny o) L)



M/ e Oleadlidl Jgo I Dsgelt Jelgally gl Luled)

Jesaly Jadly madlly AsYU g U JWY) @t Jold) o3 89,0 sl 2slh Aol S LSEYI s 3,
sdn S e eslil Ay leshall Jsliy ) wldy Sl Oglaall Wb U1 135 an (JIsel) by
adadll ag ) aulSo ) a3l ssgdt Olas] (3 Lo ol

e WSl 2 e olall) 505 e ds sl Blely 2 Oy o)l ezt OB @Y AL 3y
sly ey Hlan Lol masd) OB (S may L Leblias memsd el OlGE izl ) AV (GbLL aa
Ot dggdl el Ty Ll gl gy Ll o ) 2ol O B8 ppasy dabyll linsh)
Jad)

aond) [

Sl gal) Bl oY S gy (o) 2o B9l S5d) 3o (3 gy s Sl (Y] b
OV 3 Oglad) spiag ¢ pyladly bl slasly (Joll gl el min dazsd) 2ol i) (UNODC) a4
gl A sy OSN3y il

Lealidl oo iy cid 9l LY gl i dmlae (3 LG, 1> (INCB) wlpdsd) 2314 Jaall 2l (605 LS
sl 2ol el oY) AL

3l St O Gemidly cAplonia ¥l Slaghall Jols I3 e Lol (boyid) Osladl wes (3 et (Jei Y1 Ll
Y Ol 1385 3 Legr L9 BndBY) lelardl ol LS sguonl] 3Ll Redail) 2 SASCs 2a Dy 0L
el s 155 390kl Loy

Sl ey (olaidl iy bl Al Mt (3 e 35S SLad Sl JI5 L ooggd) ods 12y

.W\é j;fT cﬁ.,a;_‘ g}j*u‘ f)jbd.“ Q\.:.ﬂ Jgj.]a? o gl L 9P (Al

3ol []

NV AAA plad 2laal Sl Sy Sl §gall e Y1 Bl Saal) (WY1 AL

Yol byl e malal) Ag A 2l Sald (a1 23U LY

oY) a1 (World Drug Report ((UNODC) agly olydshl sall sl o8 S5y
sy &asT cAnnual Report ((INCB) wlydsll a3t Lol [l g

Adgadl A olpias bl Lol 091 (gl e Lo

AL s bl Lol 05 (3 Lol Olsle @SN e 1



AR - W ey oslet c('-m 8y93 (Sl ol gé)i” SR 9y asllad /Yoo

Gl Bagd) s bl Lol Osl (Bsll sl T

AT pld bl sl 23N

A AV el adaall ol S5l Al

N AAA ol adiall Sy sl gyl b AV 2l susald (WY1 2l
o pld abgl e delal) aghl aS sasl) WY1 i)

(T ) W aegald e JWI e Jadh g 0lay Lol 05 2k g0
~ohlasyl &aT (World Drug Report «(UNODC) a4y <lydoshl sald samd a1 oS
.Annual Reports «(INCB) «l,asll a3l L Lol st

Al 22l s bl Lol 05l By gl da

Adgadl JA olgias bl Lol 05N (gl e

B s el Lol Ol (3 Lol (Olsle @S e LY

AT el olaseld Bl A3l

NAVY b i) ol S5l asle)

N AAA Al il Sl Sy Slasdl pgal e Y1 BB saal) (WY1 23!
Adgadl JA olgiae bl Lol 05 (gl s

AL s bl Lall 09l (3 L gl Olsle oSV s

UNODC, .

Y

A

q

.

\

Y

Y



