Interdisciplinary Legal Research
(&% ) Sep 2026, 7(5): 73-85
gw Available online on: www.ilrjournal.ir
v e-1SSN:2717-1795

ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER

Judicial Independence in the Process of Issuing, Supervising, and
Judicial Review of Criminal Judgments

Shirin Hasanpour Ashiani *, Meghdad Ebrahimi Kooshali >*, Tayebeh Ghodrati Siahmezgi 3

TSGCS'e\(’:eg(')ZS Judicial independence is a fundamental requirement of a fair trial and a key
Revised: guarantee of the rule of law in criminal proceedings. However, it does not
21 Feb 2026 imply absolute immunity of judicial decisions from legal supervision and
Accepted: review. This study examines the scope of judicial independence in issuing,
19 Apr 2026 supervising, and reviewing criminal judgments and explores its relationship
Available Online: with legal oversight and judicial accountability. The study aims to clarify
22 Dec 2026 the foundations and limits of judicial independence, examine the scope of
intervention by higher judicial authorities, explain the role of the Supreme
Court in ensuring compliance with the law, and identify factors that restrict
judicial independence and affect the quality of criminal judgments. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-
based data collection. Relevant laws, regulations, legal sources, and
scholarly literature were examined to analyze different aspects of judicial
independence in criminal proceedings. The findings indicate that judicial
independence and judicial oversight, when exercised within legally defined
boundaries, are complementary rather than conflicting principles. Judicial
independence protects judges from non-judicial interference and external
pressures, while oversight by higher judicial authorities should remain
within their statutory powers and primarily serve to ensure legal
Keywords: compliance, correct judicial errors, and promote consistency in judicial
Judicial practice. Unlawful restrictions on judicial independence may adversely
Independence, affect judicial impartiality, the quality of legal reasoning, consistency of
Criminal Judgments, judgments, defendants’ rights, and public confidence in criminal justice.
Judicial Oversight, Therefore, achieving a fair trial requires an appropriate balance between
Fair Trial. judicial independence, effective legal oversight, and judicial accountability.
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