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Rbstract

This study analyzes the effectiveness of parliamentary, constitutional, judicial, and
administrative oversight of presidential discretionary powers in Iraq and Egypt. It
approaches oversight as the practical condition that turns constitutional constraints into
enforceable guarantees. Its central problem is that the existence of numerous monitoring
bodies does not itself prevent the misuse of discretion unless those bodies can obtain
documents, scrutinize the reasons for decisions, and impose legally effective outcomes.
Adopting an analytical and comparative method, the article studies parliamentary scrutiny,
constitutional courts, administrative adjudication, financial audit, and independent
regulatory institutions within the distinct constitutional arrangements of the two countries.
In Iraq, the parliamentary system and the constitutional position of the presidency subject
significant presidential decisions to shared procedures, while the Federal Supreme Court
plays a key role in constitutional interpretation and dispute resolution. Egypt has a different
institutional structure, in which parliamentary accountability interacts with the Supreme
Constitutional Court, the State Council, and specialized financial and administrative control
bodies. The comparative analysis identifies important practical obstacles, including
restrictions on access to information, secrecy in sensitive executive matters, procedural
delay, and the doctrine of acts of sovereignty. It argues for graduated oversight that becomes
more searching when rights are restricted or executive decisions enter areas normally
reserved to the legislature. Effective safeguards require reasoned decisions, meaningful
document access, transparent reporting, institutional independence, and timely judicial
remedies.
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