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In today's international community, discrimination among human beings
based on color, race, gender, language, religion, political belief, nationality,
social and economic status is considered a reprehensible act. Governments,
if not always in practice, at least ostensibly strive to present themselves as
implementing policies to eliminate and suppress racial discrimination.
Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights explicitly states the
right of all human beings to benefit without any distinction. Respect for this
right is so essential that the observance of human rights issues has also
extended to the field of sports and the International Declaration against
Apartheid in Sports was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
in 1977. Subsequently, the International Convention against Apartheid in
Sports and the Olympic Charter adopted more precise stances against the
crime of apartheid in sports. In this research, the author intends to explain
the crime of apartheid in sports and the new forms of this issue using a
descriptive-analytical method and by studying the aforementioned
conventions and other relevant international documents.
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4. International Convention against apartheid in Sports

5. The expression “apartheid” shall mean a system of institutionalized

racial segregation and discrimination for the purpose of establishing
and maintaining domination by one racial group of persons over
another racial group of persons and systematically oppressing them,
such as that pursued by South Africa and “apartheid in sports” shall
mean the application of the policies and practices of such a system in
sports activities, whether organized on a professional or an amateur
basis.

6. Dennis Vincent Brutus
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2. The International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment

of the Crime of Apartheid

3. The term “the crime of apartheid”, which shall include similar

policies and practices of racial segregation and discrimination as
practised in southern Africa, shall apply to the following inhuman acts
committed for the purpose of establishing and maintaining domination
by one racial group of persons over any other racial group of persons
and systematically oppressing them
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colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no
distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or
international status of the country or territory to which a person
belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under
any other limitation of sovereignty.

8. Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social

security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and
international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and
resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his
personality.
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2. Olympic Principle
3. Charter of UN

4. Article 56: All Members pledge themselves to take joint and

separate action in co-operation with the Organization for the
achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55.

5. Universal respect for and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language, or religion.

6. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

7- Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth
in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
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Charter of the United Nations and constituting a serious threat to
international peace and security.

5 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination
6. Racial discrimination - and more so, government policies based on

racial superiority or hatred - violate fundamental human rights,
endanger friendly relations among peoples, co-operation among
nations and international peace and security.

7. States Parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to
pursue a policy of eliminating it in all its forms.
8_ International Declaration against Apartheid in Sports

9- Article 1
I _ Article 2

1 _ Refusal to Provide Financial or other Assistance
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L. Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

2- The practice of sport is a human right. Every individual must have
the possibility of practising sport, without discrimination of any kind
and in the Olympic spirit, which requires mutual understanding with a
spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play.

8- Article X11I. The present Convention is open for signature by all
States. Any State which does not sign the Convention before its entry
into force may accede to it.

4. Article I.1. The States Parties to the present Convention declare that
apartheid is a crime against humanity and that inhuman acts resulting
from the policies and practices of apartheid and similar policies and
practices of racial segregation and discrimination, as defined in article
Il of the Convention, are crimes violating the principles of
international law, in particular the purposes and principles of the
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activities in a country practising apartheid or with teams representing
a country practising apartheid, which in particular shall include: 1-
Refusal to provide financial or other assistance for any purpose to
such sports bodies, teams and individual sportsmen; 2- Restriction
of access to national sports facilities by such sports bodies, teams and
individual sportsmen; 3- Non-enforceability of all sports contracts
which involve sports activities in a country practising apartheid or with
teams or individual sportsmen selected on the basis of apartheid; 4-
Denial and withdrawal of national honours or awards in sports to such
teams and individual sportsmen; 5- Denial of official receptions in
honour of such teams or sportsmen.

6. Article 7. States Parties shall deny visas and/or entry to

representatives of sports bodies, teams and individual sportsmen
representing a country practising apartheid.
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L. withdrawal of Access to National Sporting Facilities
2. Denial and Withdrawal of National Honors

3. Article 3. States Parties shall not permit sports contact with a

country practising apartheid and shall take appropriate action to ensure
that their sports bodies, teams and individual sportsmen do not have
such contact.

4. Article 4. States Parties shall take all possible measures to prevent

sports contact with a country practising apartheid and shall ensure that
effective means exist for bringing about compliance with such
measures

5. Article 6. Each State Party shall take appropriate action against its
sports bodies, teams and individual sportsmen that participate in sports
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At least three months before the date of each election, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties
in voting them to submit their nominations within two months. The
Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all
persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which have
nominated them and shall submit it to the States Parties; 4- Elections
of the members of the Commission shall be held at a meeting of States
Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations
Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States
Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the
Commission shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number
of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of
States Parties present and voting.

4. Article 12. ... 2- The Commission shall report annually through the

Secretary-General to the General Assembly of the United Nations on
its activities and may make suggestions and general recommendations
based on the examination of the reports and information received from
the States Parties. Such suggestions and recommendations shall be
reported to the General Assembly together with comments, if any,
from States Parties concerned; ... 4- A meeting of States Parties shall
be convened by the Secretary-General at the request of a majority of
the States Parties to consider further action with respect to the
implementation of the provisions of article 10 of the present
Convention. In cases of flagrant violation of the provisions of the
present Convention, a meeting of States Parties shall be convened by
the Secretary-General at the request of the Commission.

5. Article 13. 1- Any State Party may at any time declare that it

recognizes the competence of the Commission to receive and examine
complaints concerning breaches of the provisions of the present
Convention submitted by States Parties which have also made such a
declaration. The Commission may decide on the appropriate measures
to be taken in respect of breaches.
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L Article 10. 1. States Parties shall use their best endeavours to ensure

universal compliance with the Olympic principle of non-
discrimination and the provisions of the present Convention.2.
Towards this end, States Parties shall prohibit entry into their countries
of members of teams and individual sportsmen participating or who
have participated in sports competitions in South Africa and shall
prohibit entry into their countries of representatives of sports bodies,
members of teams and individual sportsmen who invite on their own
initiative sports bodies, teams and sportsmen officially representing a
country practising apartheid and participating under its flag. States
Parties may also prohibit entry of representatives of sports bodies,
members of teams or individual sportsmen who maintain sports
contacts with sports bodies, teams or sportsmen representing a country
practising apartheid and participating under its flag. Prohibition of
entry should not violate the regulations of the relevant sports
federations which support the elimination of apart heid in sports and
shall apply only to participation in sports activities.

2. Article 8. States Parties shall take all appropriate action to secure

the expulsion of a country practising apartheid from international and
regional sports bodies.

3. Article 11. 1- There shall be established a Commission against

Apartheid in Sports (hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”)
consisting of fifteen members of high moral character and committed
to the struggle against apartheid, particular attention being paid to
participation of persons having experience in sports administration,
elected by the States Parties from among their nationals, having regard
to the most equitable geographical distribution and the representation
of the principal legal systems; 2- The members of the Commission
shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons nominated by
the States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one person from
among its own nationals; 3- The initial election shall be held six
months after the date of the entry into force of the present Convention.
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ratification, acceptance or approval by the signatory States.
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- Charter of UN.

- Fina Requirement for Swimmer Approval (Frsa).

- International Convention against apartheid in
Sports.

- International Declaration against Apartheid in
Sports.

- Malach, H (2023). The Differences between the
Men’s and Women’s FIFA World Cup: From Prize
Money to Terrain.

- Olympic Charter.

without discrimination of any kind such as race, colour, sex, sexual
orientation, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth of other status.
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3. Olympic Charter (in force as 17 July 2020): The enjoyment of the
rights and freedoms set forth in this Olympic Charter shall be secured
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- Pringle, E (2024). Some Paralympic Athletes Will
Receive 75% Less than their Olympic Peers for
Winning a Gold Meda.

- The International Convention on the Suppression
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.

- Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

- Whyndo, S (2022). NHL, Its Workforce 84%
White, Sets Baseline to up Diversity.
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