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The expansion of electronic commerce and the rapid development of
communication technologies have transformed Internet contracts into one of the
principal instruments of commercial transactions. Despite their general
recognition within the Iranian legal system, significant legal ambiguities remain
regarding their validity, the verification of the essential elements of contract
formation, the authentication and legal capacity of contracting parties, the
establishment of genuine intention and consent, the legitimacy of contractual
purpose, and the legal remedies available in cases of contractual breach. The
present study seeks to examine the legal criteria governing the validity of
Internet contracts and to analyze their legal functions in light of the general
principles of contract law and the Electronic Commerce Act of Iran. The research
aims to investigate the legal foundations of Internet contracts, assess the
applicability of the essential elements of contract formation in electronic
environments, evaluate their practical legal functions in commercial relations,
and analyze the enforcement mechanisms applicable to breaches of contractual
obligations. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library
research, statutory provisions, judicial practices, and doctrinal opinions, the
study demonstrates that Internet contracts enjoy full legal validity provided that
the essential requirements for the validity of contracts are fulfilled and do not
differ fundamentally from traditional contracts. Nevertheless, the unique
characteristics of the electronic environment present distinct challenges
concerning identity verification, proof of contractual intent, admissibility of
electronic evidence, and the allocation of liability arising from contractual
breaches. The findings further indicate that the effective implementation of
electronic commerce regulations, the adoption of reliable digital identity
verification mechanisms, and the enhancement of electronic evidentiary
frameworks can significantly strengthen the legal certainty of Internet contracts
and improve the effectiveness of contractual remedies in the digital environment.
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