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The Sharia and Legal Foundations of the Criminalization of
Sexual Harassment under Islamic Sharia and Iragi Law

Mohammad Ali Haji Dehabadi*!, Ali Abdolwahab Jasim Al-Sari?

Sexual harassment has become one of the crimes that has attracted increasing
scholarly and legislative attention in recent years due to its serious violation of
human dignity and bodily integrity, as well as its profound psychological, social,
and moral consequences for both individuals and society. The growing diversity
and prevalence of this crime have highlighted the need to examine the legal and
Islamic foundations governing its regulation, particularly in Irag, where Islam is the
official religion of the State and a fundamental source of legislation. Accordingly,
this study examines the position of both Islamic Sharia and Iraqgi legislation toward
sexual harassment and evaluates the adequacy of the existing legal framework in

ggxg(ds' addrejss_ing_this qffens_e. The study begins_ by d_efin_ing se>_<ugl harassment and
Harassment: explaining its societal impact, then ar_lalyzes its legislative basis in the Holy Qur'an,
Islamic '_[he Prophetic Sunngh, and the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (_peac_e be upon 'ghem),
Sharia; Holy in order to determine vv_het_her Islam_lc_ _Sharla addressed this crime expll_cnly or
Quran: thrqu_gh general Iegal p_r|n0|ples prohlb_ltlng such conduct. It further examines the
Prophetic position of the Iragi legislator by investigating whether sexual harassment has been
sunnah: Ahl regulated through an independent legislative framework or through scattered
al-Bayt: provisions within_ the Iraqi _Penal Code and th_e Iraqi Labour Law. The research
Iragi Law; adopts a d_escrlptl_ve, analytlca!, and comparative qpproac_h. T_he study concludes
Iragi Penal thgt _Isla_mlc Sharia has established a comprehensive Ieglslatlv_e f_ramewgrk that
Code; Iragi crlmlnallz_es all forms_ of sexual harassment through _Iegal_ prl_nC|pIes aimed at
Labour Law. safeguarding human dignity and honor. In contrast, Iraqi legislation has addressed

only certain forms of the offense through dispersed legal provisions without
enacting a comprehensive and independent law, thereby necessitating legislative
reform through the adoption of a unified legal framework capable of addressing the
evolving nature of this crime and providing more effective criminal protection.
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