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Background and Aim: Water, as a vital resource for the survival of humans and
other living organisms, has become one of the primary global challenges in the
contemporary world. In light of climate change and the growing demand for water,
this article examines the regulations governing shared water resources in
international law. In particular, it focuses on analyzing the 1997 United Nations
Convention on the management of international waters and the challenges inherent
in managing shared water resources.

Materials and Methods: This is a descriptive study.

Ethical Considerations: All ethical principles governing research have been
observed in the presentation of this Translation.

Findings: The study reveals that the 1997 Convention primarily concentrates on
the management of the needs of riparian states, while giving insufficient attention
to crucial issues such as environmental sustainability and the long-term
preservation of water resources. Moreover, existing treaties among riparian states,
particularly those between India and Bangladesh, lack long-term plans for
improving the quality and quantity of water resources. The paper concludes that
there is a critical need to shift the approach from "needs management" to "resource
management'.

Conclusion: The findings clearly indicate that international law must move
towards sustainable water resource management. Additionally, the 1997
Convention needs revision in order to serve as a comprehensive framework for the
fair and efficient use of shared water resources. It is suggested that the international
community should develop new tools and mechanisms to address the challenges of

managing shared water resources effectively and equitably.
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!. World Bank
2, Environmental Policy and Law 1995 s25(6)

3, United Nations," Comprehensive assessment of freshwater
resources of the world"(1997)

4. The Independent (London) 25 January 1997 [2]

5. "No Water World" The Guardian (London) (part 2)8 August
1995 [2]

¢, "An Appeals For Action To Avert Wars Over Water" The Times
(London)23 June 1997[13]

7. Peter H. Gleick,"Water In Crisis: A guide to the world's fresh
water resources"(Pacific Institute for studies in development,
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3, Management
4. Development
°. Riparian States

°, Convention on the law of the Non-Navigational uses of inter
national watercourses
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I, Prevention of the pollution of water
2, Intergenerational Equity
3. Hungary v. Slovakia 37 ILM 162(1998)

4. "International Regulations regarding the use of international
watercourses" VOL. 24,Madrid session, April 1911

5. ILI Regulation on the" Use of international Non-maritime rivers”
Helsinki 20 august 1966

¢ The ILA Helsinki rules on the" Uses of the waters of
international rivers" Helsinki 20 august 1966

7. GA Resolution 2669(XXV) of 8 December 1970
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°. Vague
7. Hortatory Language

8, Legal Requirement
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2, Optimal Utilization
3. Demand Management

4. Resource Management
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- "An Appeals for Action To Avert Wars Over
Water" The Times (London) 23 June 1997[13]

- Peter H.Gleick,"Water in Crisis: A guide to the
world's fresh water resources”(Pacific Institute
for studies in development, environment and
security, Stockholm environmental institute)
(OUP Oxford 1993)

- Press Released of the world water commission
World water vision 29 November 1999

- Convention on the law of the Non-
Navigational uses of international watercourses

- Hungary v. Slovakia 37 ILM 162(1998)

I, Surya P. Subedi
2, Ashgate Publishing Company
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- "International Regulations regarding the use of
international watercourses” VOL.24, Madrid
session, April 1911

- ILI Regulation on the" Use of international
Non-maritime rivers" Helsinki 20 august 1966

- The ILA Helsinki rules on the" Uses of the
waters of international rivers" Helsinki 20
august 1966

- A. Boyle and D. freestone (ed.), International
law and Sustainable Development (OUP Oxford
1999)

- Nicholas A. Robinson (ed.) agenda 21 & the
UNCED proceeding Vol. IV (Oceana New York
1993) [358]

- GA Resolution 2669(XXV) of 8 December
1970

- GA Resolution 49/52 of 9 December 1994

- "No Water World" The Guardian (London)
(part 2)8 August 1995 [2]

- The Independent (London) 25 January 1997 [2]



